
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 18 November 2014] 

 p8228a-8228a 
Mr Roger Cook; Dr Kim Hames 

 [1] 

HOSPITALS — AMBULANCE RAMPING 
922. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the historic highs in ambulance ramping at Perth hospitals, with over 1 300 hours of ramping in August 
and October, and over 1 500 hours of ramping in September this year, and the assertion by the Australian 
Medical Association that the opening of the Fiona Stanley Hospital emergency department will do nothing to 
improve the situation. 
(1) How is it that the government’s policies on emergency department capacity have so comprehensively 

failed? 
(2) What does the government plan to put in place to fix this problem now that it has been shown that 

Fiona Stanley Hospital will not solve the problem due to the closure of the Fremantle Hospital 
emergency department and the reduction in beds at Royal Perth Hospital? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(2) That question contains so many anomalies, it is hard to know where to start. Firstly, to accept the 

premise of the AMA that it is not going to make a difference—what a load of nonsense. If the member 
opposite had done any reasonable analysis of that proposal, he would immediately accept that that is 
wrong. If he has not done that, then he does not know how the system will work. 

Mr R.H. Cook: The AMA did it. So the AMA is wrong? 
The SPEAKER: Member, through the Chair. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes, but the member is the one who is so happily smiling and quoting it. The last component 
of the member’s question was — 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana. I want the answer through the Chair, please. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes, Mr Speaker. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: The member is not allowed to talk from there. 
This is an important issue. It is true that ramping has been higher than it has ever been. It is true that in 
opposition I was extremely critical of the former government for its ambulance ramping, but behind that was this 
huge wait of people sitting in emergency departments with nowhere to go. Twenty per cent, 30 per cent or even 
40 per cent of people desperately waiting for beds in emergency departments were waiting eight hours. Going 
back through the graphs and looking at the flow of numbers, it becomes quite clear that in about 2012 we 
virtually hit a brick wall. From that time—even though prior to that the former government had had the highest 
ramping it had ever had—we got the numbers down for a little bit, but then in 2012 we hit the wall and during 
the busy winter and spring period we have not been able to keep up with that ramping. In particular, our  
four-hour rule has stabilised and then dropped during that period. Why is that the case? The reason is quite clear. 
It goes back to something that the AMA said that was correct—that is, that there were not enough beds in the 
system. Our hospitals were at 95 per cent to 105 per cent occupancy and patients were cramped in there. We 
needed extra beds in the system. We needed Fiona Stanley Hospital. Under the Labor Party, Fiona Stanley 
Hospital was to be built and ready in 2010. That was perfect timing and perfect anticipation, except that 
six months later it was to be ready in 2011, another six months later it was 2012, and then 2013 and then 2014. 
In the space of about two years, the Labor government put out that hospital by four years, when we needed it to 
be up and running in 2012. Frankly, if it had not been for the four-hour rule and the great effort that our hospitals 
have made to keep to the four-hour rule, they would not have coped with the steady growth in numbers that we 
have had in the hospitals. There are a fixed number of beds, and in those early days hospitals such as Royal Perth 
were seeing 60-odd thousand people presenting each year, and now they are seeing 80-odd thousand people. The 
growth and ageing of the population means that every hospital has had a steadily increasing number of patients. 
We have coped with that by the great work the hospitals have done on the four-hour rule, but we need 
Fiona Stanley Hospital open. We need the expansions at Joondalup Health Campus and Rockingham General 
Hospital, and Midland Hospital will make a difference when it opens. The increase in bed numbers and the 
capacity of the emergency department at Fiona Stanley Hospital will make a difference and take pressure off our 
hospitals and allow us to get ramping times down. 
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